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7t September 2026

Dear Sir / Madam
Barholm Woodland Expansion Plan — Dumfries and Galloway

| am writing to you on behalf of the Galloway and Southern Ayrshire UNESCO Biosphere to express
serious reservations about the proposals contained within the Barholm Woodland Expansion Plan
and to explain briefly the grounds of our concern.

Galloway & Southern Ayrshire’s designation as a UNESCO Biosphere reflects the international
significance of its natural and cultural interest. It carries with it an obligation not only to maintain
and enhance this interest but also to demonstrate how with sensitive management it can benefit
local communities and provide to others an example of genuinely sustainable development,
especially in the use of land. Although the Biosphere has no regulatory powers, it works with
communities, land managers, businesses and public bodies to encourage behaviour and decisions
which demonstrate how people and nature can work in harmony and wherever possible to mutual
advantage. This approach is reflected in the Biosphere’s Vision for 2050 (see GSAB Strategic Plan
2023-33).

The Biosphere Partnership Board recognises the inevitability and often desirability of land use
change. But respecting the brief described above, it only supports change that takes a place-based,
integrated approach and delivers a wide range of benefits which contribute towards a thriving,
resilient and nature positive region, where different land uses are as far as possible optimised in
relation to the natural resources employed and complement each other to support people, nature
and the local economy. This is in line with multiple Scottish Government policies including Land Use
Strategy 4 (2026—2031), Scotland's Forestry Strategy (2019 to 2029), Rural Support Plan (2026-2031)
and Scotland’s Biodiversity Strategy (2022-2045).

The Barholm Woodland proposals, as they are currently being developed, will lead to the loss of a
significant area of productive agricultural land and that this will in turn adversely affect the delivery
of a wide range of ecosystem services. These negative consequences include undermining local food
production, reducing biodiversity through habitat loss and simplification, and eroding landscape
character and sense of place.
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We would urge EJD Forestry to rethink this proposal and consider options for a more integrated
approach that places the land involved more sympathetically in its local context, embracing the

concept of agroforestry, and delivers positive benefits for the wider community, environment and
local economy.

Yours Sincerely

N/

John Thomson

Chair Galloway and Southern Ayrshire UNESCO Biosphere Partnership
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