
THE KIRKMABRECK COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP 

We are a small group who came together from Creetown to get a better understanding and oppose the impending 
forestry application called the ‘Barholm Woodland Expansion’ because we were shocked to discover this happening, 
and we feel it is a massive and inappropriate change of use for ancient farmland.  We are concerned about the 
landscape impact, the wildlife, the farming food chain, the sensitive archaeology, the water quality.  These are the 
wrong trees, in the wrong place. 

We are discovering that the developers have bought other land adjacent to this development, and we are very 
concerned about their future plans for D&G.  Other adjacent farms are for sale with options to develop wind 
turbines, and we can foresee the impact this will have on our farmers and foodchain. 

Currently, there is no formal mechanism for the public to effectively influence or stop the development of new large 
plantations.  Most applications do not even trigger an Environmental Impact Assessment because the developers 
design their plan and public consultations in such a way to avoid the thresholds that trigger one.  Arguably, the land 
does not have adequate protection from such development. 

3.5km of new forestry road across the Kirkmabreck site into Carsluith, does not require any permission at all and has 
been granted in principle as Permitted Development. 

We respect the right of private citizens to sell their property, but we question the right of venture capitalists buying 
land in vast quantities as ‘natural capital.’  We consider this to be a form of legalised clearance. 

We believe that the Scottish tax payers money should be invested in local farmers and ethical land management, 
improving their businesses, our local food chain and appropriate, proportional biodiversity improvements. 

  



WHO ARE THE DEVELOPERS? 

The Foresight Group  

• Based off-shore in Jersey, their UK head office is 32, 

The Shard, London.  They are international venture 

capitalists who joined the stock market in 2021.  Their 

objective is ‘to optimise nature-based services and 

deliver resilient, risk-adjusted returns’.   

• Foresight own many holding companies, including 

Blackmead Forestry II Ltd.  The function of a holding company is to control shares or assets in the parent 

company, which enables them to manage taxes efficiently. 

• The Foresight Group made a net income of £42.8m in 2026 and have £12.8 billion of assets under management as 

of 31 March 2025. 

• We believe they currently own 20,000 ha of land in Scotland, over about 68 properties, often bought in clusters to 

improve operational efficiency. 

• Their business strategy is known as land value capture through afforestation and they are pursuing an 

aggressive programme of buying land in Scotland as the regulations currently permit them to do. 

 
  



 
How the Foresight cluster model works (we think!) 

• Buy underused or marginal grazing land at low agricultural prices in 
clusters. This is operational efficiency. 

• Sell off the farm house/residential property. 
• Establish new fast growing commercial timber crops, funded by tax 

payer grants and gain carbon credits from Scottish Government. 
• Charge fees from investors seeking opportunities to offset 40% 

inheritance tax, trading investments. 
• Monetizing by trading the carbon credits and sell these ‘green assets’ 

to other investors. 
• Selling their shares on the London Stock Exchange in a risky, but 

growing ‘natural asset’ sector. 
• Create capital gains exemptions.  
• Convert low cost farmland into a new growing capital, selling this 

higher value land and the grants, after a few years to other investors. 
• This cluster model builds market confidence in their company, attracting more investors. 
 

Who are Blackmead Forestry II Ltd? 

Blackmead are a ‘holding company’ bought out by Foresight Group and are registered to the same address.  A 
holding company is a parent business entity that does not produce goods or services itself, but instead owns 
controlling shares in other companies.  This enables the owner (Foresight) to make multiple purchases in a tax 
efficient way.   



EJD Forestry 

EJD are a privately owned forestry business, and advise their customers on industry and markets.  They manage the 
afforestation works and advise on how their customer can make an optimal return.  They are effectively the land 
manager and apply for the tax-payer grants and carbon credits. 

They are currently gathering the information required to make the Forestry Scotland grant application and 
permission to develop a new woodland.  The core document is the  design plan.  EJD held a public consultation 
meeting in April and another is due on September 10th 2-7pm Carsluith Hall, where they will present the draft 
application.  We encourage everyone to attend. 

The function of their consultation is to gather support and to inform their design plan with the help of local people 
(who they call ‘stakeholders’.) This will help them make a plan that they can defend as representative of our wishes.   

The real objective however, is to make money for their employers. 

We understand this application for 438ha will be submitted this autumn. 

The initial three phases of the creation of Barholm woods  was planted on farmland around 2020 by a previous 
investor.  Foresight purchased this land in 2025.  The steadings were sold. 

 



Scottish Forestry 

SF are the Scottish Government agency 
responsible for forestry policy, support and 
regulations.  This organisation and the grants are 
funded by the tax payer. 

They support and promote the planting of trees to 
establish new forestry via grants, which is 
attractive to private developers as they can then sell carbon credits, and gain grants to build their business.  We 
believe this is in the region of £4,000 per hectare. 

The site lies within Galloway Hills Regional Scenic Area, the Galloway Dark Sky Park transition zone, the 
Galloway and Southern Ayrshire UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, and is an Archaeological Sensitive Area with 
areas of Archaeological Interest. 

All new woodland development and the design plan must adhere to various regulations and the Woodland Creation 
Process. 

 

 

 

 

 



The application process, as we understand it so far. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE APPLICATION 

The application is in two parts, firstly an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) screening and then secondly 
the application for the Woodland Creation and grant.  This screening decision is made by Scottish Forestry based 
on their opinion based on the design plan.  Generally, most applications are designed by expert forest managers 
in such a way to avoid triggering the EIA. 

NO EIA  The first part of the application passes the 
screening process without triggering an EIA 

 

The application proceeds, grants awarded, planting and road building begins. 

EIA PROCESS IS TRIGGERED  The first part of the 
application triggers an EIA 

 

The EIA is done, the design plan is redrawn to 
accommodate changes.  It costs them a bit of time 
and money. 



WHAT CAN WE DO TO STOP THIS? 

Nothing.  It will happen.   

But we can still try and make our voices heard, along with other communities who are dealing with Foresight. 

Go and enjoy the countryside while it is still there.  Ask questions and write letters to EJD and your councillors. 

The best that can be done is to raise awareness, and where possible encourage our representatives to engage and 
support change at the national level.   

We will do all we can to try and get an Environmental Impact Assessment.  This might require expensive legal support 
for a judicial review in the region of £45,000, if there is a local will to raise the money. 

Lets support ethical farming and the local food chain. 


