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Woodland Creation Proposal - Barholm Woodland Expansion

Information Sheet

This woodland creation proposal encompasses just under 438 hectares of land around Barholm, to the east of Carsluith

and Creetown.

The objective behind this proposal is to create productive, diverse and interesting woodlands that support the strategic
objectives of the Dumfries and Galloway Woodland Creation Strategy, Scotland’s Forestry Strategy, and national

afforestation targets.

The design of this project complies

Design Summary with the requirements of the UK
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summarised on the graph to the left
and the table below.

This design summary shows the
proposed species composition of the
grant-funded afforestation area. On a
wider site level, there will be a greater
amount of open ground and other land
comprised of non-grant funded areas
such as deep peat or sensitive
habitats.

The proposed planting would increase
the woodland cover in the ownership
area from 32 % of the total area to

72 % of the total area, with 28 %
remaining as open ground habitat.
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Legend Afforestation Notes Area (ha)
SS Sitka spruce 192.66
SS/MB Sitka spruce mixed with Aspen 4.29
NS Norway spruce 8.79
NS/MB Norway spruce mixed with broadleaved species 20.92
DF/NS Douglas fir and Norway spruce, with the latter focused on more exposed locations 9.88
MW Mixed woodland comprised of Douglas fir, Norway spruce, Coast redwood, Birch and Cherry 28.33
PSF Pacific silver fir 2.55
NF Noble fir 2.88
SP/MB Scots pine, Norway spruce, Birch and Oak mix. Norway spruce will be targeted for removal 22.09
during thinning.
MB Mixed productive broadleaves, mainly Oak, Birch, Cherry, and Aspen 26.09
NBL W11 Native broadleaves characteristic of NVC W11, including species such as Birch, Oak, Rowan, 17.81
Cherry, Hazel, Hawthorn, Aspen, Juniper, Blackthorn and Crab apple
NBL W7 Native broadleaves characteristic of NVC W4/W?7, including more wetland based species such 46.99
as Birch, Alder, Willows, Oak, Rowan, Hazel, Hawthorn and Guelder rose
NBL shrubs | Native broadleaves (shurbs only) 1.37
NBL/OG Native broadleaves (low-density) 9.29
oG Open ground (grant aided only) 43.77
Total: | 437.71




Specialist surveys are in the process of being completed to ensure all site sensitivities and features of interest are fully
understood, as seen in the table below:

Survey Note

Agricultural Impact Underway

Archaeology Completed.

Breeding Bird Surveys Completed for most of the site. Some sections were surveyed this spring and reports are
underway.

Habitats Completed for most of the site. Some sections were surveyed this spring and reports are
underway.

Hydrology Completed for known Private Water Supplies interacting with the application area.

Landscape Underway

Protected Species Completed for most species. Still awaiting results for certain species such as Great crested
newts.

Soils and Peat Completed

Wintering Bird Surveys Completed

This second consultation exercise aims to gather further feedback which will be considered alongside amendments made
and survey findings.

Key po

ints for consideration

A range of soil types are encountered, which is reflected in the species selection and retention of open ground

Where soil conditions allow, productive areas will be thinned in the future. This will create more light within the
woodland and space for trees, contributing to a more open habitat and pleasant setting to access. Initial thinning
will begin 15-20 years after initial planting. Areas of native broadleaved planting will be planted at lower density and
retained in perpetuity

Trees will be protected with a combination of deer fencing, rabbit netting, and plastic tubes, as shown in the
enclosed map. We will strive to reduce plastic use for tree protection and minimise its impact in the landscape. The
detailed route of fences and gates may be amended as a result of further survey results and stakeholder
engagement.

The design has been developed with public access in mind. Access through the Core Path and informal walking
paths will be retained, with self-closing gates allowing access through walking paths. We have incorporated
feedback received on current access and informal recreational routes into the revised proposals.

Future forest roading requirements have been considered. It is proposed that any timber haulage runs through an
internal road network onto the A75, avoiding timber traffic going through Creetown. Timber transport routes along
public roads will be discussed with Dumfries and Galloway Council Roads Department, and any neighbours along
these routes will be contacted.

Non-productive areas will be planted at lower densities and retained in perpetuity.

Survey work is ongoing; however, the formal design will incorporate recommendations from completed surveys and
independent expertise to ensure the protection of important ecological habitats, archaeology, site infrastructure
(such as private water supplies), and the surrounding landscape

Once survey work and this consultation phase is completed, a formal Forestry Grant Scheme application will be
submitted to Scottish Forestry. If this project is approved, the earliest work would be expected to begin on site is
Spring 2027




Consultation and Feedback

As part of the woodland creation development process, we consult with statutory stakeholders and special interest groups,
including our neighbours and local communities.

What information is usually provided by the community and local stakeholders?

Location of private water supplies and associated infrastructure
Local recreational use of the land

Timber transport and use of shared roads

Risks of anti-social behaviour and fly-tipping

Local wildlife

Proximity to dwelling boundaries

Important viewpoints

Local history

If you are interested in providing feedback on this project, please send your responses to the email address below. If you
would like to discuss the project in person, please refer to the planned drop-in details outlined in the consultation cover
letter.

isaac.adams@ejdforestry.com
carlota@ejdforestry.com

If you would like to express your views on the standards that the forestry industry work to or concerning regional and/or
national policies encouraging afforestation across Scotland, please contact your local Scottish Forestry office. This will
ensure that they are considered as part of any revisions or updates to the relevant standards, guidance and/or policy.

Contact details for the local conservancy office:

Email - southscotland.cons@forestry.gov.scot
Address - South Scotland Conservancy, 55/57 Moffat Road, Dumfries, DG1 1NP
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